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 Dr. Ott received his MD and PhD from Ludwig Maximilians University of Munich, 

Germany. He completed post-doctoral training in Immunology and residency training 

in Medicine at Case Western Reserve University. He did a fellowship in Hematology-

Oncology at New York University 
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After 4 years on the faculty at New York University, he moved to DFCI in 2012. He is 

a clinical investigator and an integral member of the clinical trials program at Dana 

Farber/Harvard Cancer Center, where he designs and conducts phase 1 immunotherapy 

trials for patients with melanoma and a wide range of other tumors. His primary research 

interests are in melanoma and immunotherapy, specifically the development of 

innovative tumor vaccine approaches. Dr. Ott has been the Principal Investigator and 

co-investigator on over 30 treatment trials, including those that have been instrumental 

in the clinical development of the newly FDA approved drugs pembrolizumab and 

nivolumab for the treatment of advanced melanoma, small cell lung cancer, and many 

other cancers. Dr. Ott conducted several of the earliest clinical trials testing personalized 

neoantigen vaccines in patients with cancer. These studies are widely considered 

pioneering work for the therapeutic area of personalized neoantigen cancer vaccines and 

provided the rationale for randomized clinical trials in patients with melanoma and other 

cancers. 
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